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The US Federal Reserve lived up to market consensus and raised its 
benchmark interest rate in May by 50 basis points (bp), to a target 
range of 0.75%-1%. Fed Chair Jerome Powell indicated that more 50 bp 
hikes were likely, but that 75 bp increases were not on the table at this 
stage. The US central bank now plans to cut its holdings of Treasury and 
mortgage-backed securities by up to USD 47.5 billion each month, 
starting 1 June, and to double the size of that reduction from 1 
September. The yield on the benchmark 10-year US Treasury note held 
steady around 2.98% after the release of the Fed’s policy statement, 
suggesting that much of the news had already been priced into bond 
markets. The big winner so far this year has been the USD, which is up by 
about 8% against a basket of major currencies as measured by the ICE 
US Dollar Index. The central banks of Australia and Sweden are the 
latest to join the global tightening cycle, raising interest rates for the first 
time in many years. Meanwhile, the JPY has weakened about 12% 
against the USD year-to-date, as the Bank of Japan said it would 
continue its market operations aimed at capping the yield on 10-year 
Japan government bonds at 0.25%. And China’s RMB was down by 
more than 4% against the USD in April, the steepest monthly drop since 
the end of its USD peg in 2005. The EUR also weakened against the USD 

by more than 4%. Germany’s 10-year bund yield has climbed up to 
0.95%, while Italy’s equivalent yield is around 190 basis points higher, 
despite the European Central Bank lagging behind the Fed in tightening 
policy. As the euro area’s reported and expected inflation metrics rose 
by more than anticipated in April, euro inflation-linked securities have 
been one of the few bond markets to record limited losses year-to-date, 
alongside euro and US floating-rate notes. Amongst spread assets, 
those with higher duration and therefore higher interest-rate sensitivity 
are underperforming year-to-date. US investment-grade corporate 
credit and emerging-market hard-currency sovereign debt are the most 
notable – their indexes now offer a yield cushion of more than 4% and 
7%, respectively, against further rates-driven losses. In emerging 
markets, sovereign spread dispersion has increased, with commodity-
exporting countries outperforming net commodity importers. In 
corporate credit, while spreads are wider across the board, rate moves 
account for a greater share of year-to-date negative returns than a 
deterioration in credit worthiness. With almost half of investment-grade 
US companies having already reported quarterly results, sales and 
earnings have come in higher than expected on average, and revisions 
to future earnings look fairly benign so far. 
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Higher yield cushions emerging amid rising rate risks
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Euro inflation-linked bonds -0.20 -0.84 6.35 -1.09 8.4

US floating-rate notes -0.21 0.01 0.52 1.37 0.2

Euro floating-rate notes -0.35 -0.01 -0.11 -0.04 0.3

China government and policy bank bonds -2.29 -3.40 7.71 2.69 4.3

Asian investment grade -8.19 -2.50 -0.01 4.60 5.0

Euro investment grade -8.21 -2.77 -1.02 2.15 5.1

Euro high yield -8.22 -2.88 3.35 5.40 3.7

US high yield -8.37 -3.65 5.36 7.17 4.4

Euro aggregate -8.97 -3.42 -2.85 1.55 7.2

US aggregate -9.43 -3.79 -1.54 3.47 6.7

Global convertible bonds -10.77 -5.38 2.45 -1.35 2.3

Global emerging-market corporate bonds -10.99 -2.06 0.91 6.06 4.6

Global inflation-linked bonds -11.09 -6.10 2.69 -0.89 11.3

Asian high yield -11.10 -1.00 -11.05 12.26 3.0

Global aggregate -11.51 -5.48 -4.71 2.60 7.3

US fixed-rate preferred securities -12.24 -5.48 2.24 5.57 5.6

US investment grade -12.59 -5.47 -1.04 4.29 7.9

Global government bonds AAA-AA -13.66 -6.84 -7.52 1.83 8.2

Global emerging-market sovereign bonds -15.37 -5.59 -1.80 7.43 7.1

Global green bonds -15.45 -7.61 -7.85 2.42 7.9

Sources: Bloomberg, ICE BofA and JP Morgan indices; Allianz Global Investors. Index returns in USD 
(unhedged) except for euro indices. Yield-to-worst adjusts down the yield-to-maturity for corporate 
bonds which can be “called away” (redeemed optionally at predetermined times before their maturity 
date). Effective duration also takes into account the effect of these “call options”. Past performance 
does not predict future returns. See the disclosure at the end of the document for the underlying index 
proxies.
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Disclosures

The ICE US Dollar Index is a geometrically averaged calculation of six currencies weighted against the USD: EUR, JPY, GBP, CAD, SEK, CHF. The ICE BofA MOVE Index 
tracks the movement in US Treasury yield volatility implied by current prices of one-month over-the-counter options on 2-year, 5-year, 10-year and 30-year Treasury 
securities. US aggregate (represented by the Bloomberg US Aggregate Bond Index): The Bloomberg US Aggregate Bond Index tracks the investment-grade, USD-
denominated, fixed-rate taxable bond market. The index includes treasuries, government-related and corporate securities, fixed-rate agency MBS, ABS and CMBS 
(agency and non-agency); US investment grade (Bloomberg US Corporate Bond Index): The Bloomberg US Corporate Bond Index tracks the investment-grade, fixed-
rate, taxable corporate bond market. It includes USD-denominated securities publicly issued by US and non-US issuers; US High Yield (ICE BofA US High Yield Index): The 
ICE BofA US High Yield Index tracks USD-denominated below investment-grade corporate debt publicly issued in the US domestic market; US floating-rate notes 
(Bloomberg US Floating Rate Notes Index): The Bloomberg US Floating Rate Notes Index tracks USD-denominated, investment-grade, floating-rate notes across 
corporate and government-related sectors; US fixed-rate preferred securities (ICE BofA Fixed Rate Preferred Securities Index); The ICE BofA Fixed Rate Preferred 
Securities Index tracks fixed-rate, USD-denominated, investment-grade exchange-traded preferred securities ($25 par) with outstanding market values of at least 
USD100 million issued in the US domestic market; Euro aggregate (Bloomberg Euro Aggregate Bond Index): The Bloomberg Euro Aggregate Bond Index tracks the 
investment-grade, EUR-denominated, fixed-rate bond market, including treasuries, government-related, corporate and securitized issues; Euro investment grade (ICE 
BofA Euro Corporate Index): the ICE BofA Euro Corporate Index tracks EUR-denominated investment-grade corporate debt publicly issued in the euro domestic or 
eurobond markets; Euro high yield (ICE BofA Euro High Yield Index): The ICE BofA Euro High Yield Index tracks EUR-denominated below investment-grade corporate 
debt publicly issued in the euro domestic or eurobond markets; Euro floating-rate notes (Bloomberg Euro Floating Rate Notes Index): The Bloomberg Euro Floating Rate 
Notes Index tracks EUR-denominated, investment-grade floating-rate notes across corporate and government-related sectors; Asian investment grade (JP Morgan Asia 
Credit Index – Investment Grade): The JP Morgan Asia Credit Index – Investment Grade tracks fixed-rate, USD-denominated investment-grade bonds issued by Asia 
sovereigns, quasi-sovereigns, banks and corporates; Asian high yield (JP Morgan Asia Credit Index – Non-Investment Grade): The JP Morgan Asia Credit Index – Non-
Investment Grade tracks fixed-rate, USD-denominated below investment-grade bonds issued by Asia sovereigns, quasi-sovereigns, banks and corporates; China 
government & policy bank bonds (Bloomberg China Treasury and Policy Bank 1-10 Year Index): The Bloomberg China Treasury and Policy Bank 1-10 Year Index tracks 
CNY-denominated bonds issued by the Ministry of Finance of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), and debt issued by Chinese policy banks (PRC government agencies 
which are not guaranteed by the government), that are listed on the China Interbank Bond Market (CIBM); Global emerging market sovereign debt (JP Morgan 
Emerging Market Bond Index (EMBI) Global Diversified): The JP Morgan EMBI Global Diversified Index tracks liquid, USD-denominated emerging market fixed- and 
floating-rate debt instruments issued by sovereign and quasi-sovereign entities; Global government bonds AAA-AA (Bloomberg Global Government AAA-AA Capped 
Index): The Bloomberg Global Government AAA-AA Capped Index tracks local currency bonds with a minimum AA rating issued by governments of developed countries 
worldwide; Global inflation-linked bonds (Bloomberg Global Inflation-Linked Index): The Bloomberg Global Inflation-Linked Index tracks investment-grade, government 
inflation-linked debt from 12 different developed market countries; Global green bonds (Bloomberg MSCI Global Green Bond Index): The Bloomberg MSCI Global Green 
Bond Index tracks the global market for fixed income securities issued to fund projects with direct environmental benefits. An independent research driven methodology 
is used to evaluate index-eligible green bonds to ensure they adhere to established Green Bond Principles and to classify bonds by their environmental use of proceeds; 
Global convertible bonds (ICE BofA Global 300 Convertibles Index): The ICE BofA Global 300 Convertibles Index includes 300 convertible securities and is considered 
generally representative of the global convertible market; Global emerging market corporate debt (JP Morgan Corporate Emerging Market Bond Index (CEMBI) Broad 
Diversified): The JP Morgan CEMBI Broad Diversified Index tracks the performance of USD-denominated bonds issued by emerging market corporate entities; Global 
aggregate (Bloomberg Global Aggregate Bond Index): The Bloomberg Global Aggregate Bond Index tracks the performance of the global investment-grade, fixed-rate 
bond markets and includes government, government-related and corporate bonds, asset-backed, mortgage-backed and commercial mortgage-backed securities from 
both developed and emerging markets issuers; Euro inflation-linked bonds (Bloomberg Euro Government Inflation-Linked Bond All Maturities Index): The Bloomberg 
Euro Government Inflation-Linked Bond All Maturities Index tracks the performance of EUR-denominated investment-grade inflation-linked bonds issued by governments 
of the euroarea across the whole yield curve.

A rating provides no indicator of future performance and is not constant over time. Unless otherwise noted, index returns reflect the reinvestment of income dividends and 
capital gains, if any, but do not reflect fees, brokerage commissions or other expenses of investing. It is not possible to invest directly in an index. 

Investing involves risk. The value of an investment and the income from it will fluctuate and investors may not get back the principal invested. Past performance is not 
indicative of future performance. This is a marketing communication. It is for informational purposes only. This document does not constitute investment advice or a 
recommendation to buy, sell or hold any security and shall not be deemed an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy any security. 

The views and opinions expressed herein, which are subject to change without notice, are those of the issuer or its affiliated companies at the time of publication. Certain 
data used are derived from various sources believed to be reliable, but the accuracy or completeness of the data is not guaranteed and no liability is assumed for any 
direct or consequential losses arising from their use. The duplication, publication, extraction or transmission of the contents, irrespective of the form, is not permitted. 

This material has not been reviewed by any regulatory authorities. In mainland China, it is for Qualified Domestic Institutional Investors scheme pursuant to applicable 
rules and regulations and is for information purpose only. This document does not constitute a public offer by virtue of Act Number 26.831 of the Argentine Republic and 
General Resolution No. 622/2013 of the NSC. This communication’s sole purpose is to inform and does not under any circumstance constitute promotion or publicity of 
Allianz Global Investors products and/or services in Colombia or to Colombian residents pursuant to part 4 of Decree 2555 of 2010. This communication does not in any 
way aim to directly or indirectly initiate the purchase of a product or the provision of a service offered by Allianz Global Investors. Via reception of his document, each 
resident in Colombia acknowledges and accepts to have contacted Allianz Global Investors via their own initiative and that the communication under no circumstances 
does not arise from any promotional or marketing activities carried out by Allianz Global Investors. Colombian residents accept that accessing any type of social network 
page of Allianz Global Investors is done under their own responsibility and initiative and are aware that they may access specific information on the products and 
services of Allianz Global Investors. This communication is strictly private and confidential and may not be reproduced. This communication does not constitute a public 
offer of securities in Colombia pursuant to the public offer regulation set forth in Decree 2555 of 2010. This communication and the information provided herein should 
not be considered a solicitation or an offer by Allianz Global Investors or its affiliates to provide any financial products in Brazil, Panama, Peru, and Uruguay. In Australia, 
this material is presented by Allianz Global Investors Asia Pacific Limited (“AllianzGI AP”) and is intended for the use of investment consultants and other 
institutional/professional investors only, and is not directed to the public or individual retail investors. AllianzGI AP is not licensed to provide financial services to retail 
clients in Australia. AllianzGI AP is exempt from the requirement to hold an Australian Foreign Financial Service License under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) pursuant to 
ASIC Class Order (CO 03/1103) with respect to the provision of financial services to wholesale clients only. AllianzGI AP is licensed and regulated by Hong Kong Securities 
and Futures Commission under Hong Kong laws, which differ from Australian laws. 

This document is being distributed by the following Allianz Global Investors companies: Allianz Global Investors U.S. LLC, an investment adviser registered with the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission; Allianz Global Investors Distributors LLC, distributor registered with FINRA, is affiliated with Allianz Global Investors U.S. LLC; Allianz 
Global Investors GmbH, an investment company in Germany, authorized by the Internal German Bundesanstalt für Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht (BaFin); Allianz Global 
Investors (Schweiz) AG; in HK, by Allianz Global Investors Asia Pacific Ltd., licensed by the Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission; ; in Singapore, by Allianz Global 
Investors Singapore Ltd., regulated by the Monetary Authority of Singapore [Company Registration No. 199907169Z]; in Japan, by Allianz Global Investors Japan Co., 
Ltd., registered in Japan as a Financial Instruments Business Operator [Registered No. The Director of Kanto Local Finance Bureau (Financial Instruments Business 
Operator), No. 424], Member of Japan Investment Advisers Association, the Investment Trust Association, Japan and Type II Financial Instruments Firms Association; in 
Taiwan, by Allianz Global Investors Taiwan Ltd., licensed by Financial Supervisory Commission in Taiwan; and in Indonesia, by PT. Allianz Global Investors Asset 
Management Indonesia licensed by Indonesia Financial Services Authority (OJK).
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